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Preparing to Welcome you back! 
  

  
 

We are preparing to reopen for business later this month as we all 
miss you! 

 
  

 

We are pleased to announce that the Library hopefully can reopen later this 
month with some modifications to our service. Here’s some information that 
may be helpful in planning your visit. We look forward to seeing you! 

 

 
  

  

 

What can I expect? 

We have been working hard to follow recommended guidelines for a safe 
reopening for the community and staff. Our safety measures include 
reduced occupancy, limited visit time to 10-15 minutes to find materials, no 
seating and no public computers or copies, frequent cleaning of high-touch 
surfaces, plexiglass shields at the circulation desk, and all staff wearing 
masks. We also require all visitors to wear a mask and we will have hand 
sanitizer and masks available for you.  

 

 
  

  

 

Will Library hours change? 

Yes. For now we will only be open a few days starting later July: 

 Mon & Wed & Sat   10 am to 2 pm  

 Seniors/vulnerables only  10 am to 11 am 

 

 
  

  



 

 

 

What do I need to do? 

 Stay at home if you have symptoms.  
 Wear a mask.  
 Keep 6 feet apart from others.  
 Observe line markings.  
 Limit your visit to less than 15 minutes.  
 Return all items to the outside drop. 

 

 
  

  

 

How do I return items? 

All items must be returned to the outside drop. Returned items are 
quarantined for 72 hours before they are checked in. Also, please note: We 
are not accepting magazine or book donations at this time. We kindly ask 
that you please do not leave donations in the book drop! 

 

 
  

  

 

I need to use a computer. 
We are not offering computer use, printing, copying or scanning at this 
time. 

 

 
  

  

 

What will it be like for kids? 

Kids can enjoy a quick browse of books for taking them home. But again 
we ask that your stay be less than 15 minutes. For everyone’s health, all 
toys and puzzles have been removed.  

 

 
  

  

 

Can we book a meeting room? 

No our meeting room and bathrooms will be closed until further notice. 
 

 
  

  

 



 

 

What about storytime, programs and community events? 

All in-person events are cancelled until further notice.  
 

 
  

  

 

Is there a time to visit when the Library is less busy? 

In general, 10-11am is available for seniors and vulnerable populations.  
 

 
  

  

 

Will you still offer curbside service? 

Yes. Curbside pickup has been very popular and we will continue offering 
this service.  

 

 
  

  

 

More questions? 

Please give us a call at 603-483-8245 or drop us an email at 
librarian@smythpl.org or use the Contact Us tab on our website or public 
catalog.  

 

 

 

Events… 
 
Fun July Days for you to celebrate: 

 
July 1, 1867 – Canada Day! Happy 153

rd
 Birthday! 

July 4, 1776 - The Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress 

July 5, 1946 – Happy Birthday P.T. Barnum (1810-1891) 

July 7 - National Father/daughter take a walk day 

July 10 – Teddy Bear Picnic Day and National Pina-Colada Day 

July 11-Cheer Up the Lonely Day 

July 13 - National Beans 'N' Franks Day 

July 17 - National Peach Ice Cream Day 

July 20, 1969 - The first Moon walk took place 

July 23 - Gorgeous Grandma Day 

July 26 - National Coffee Milkshake Day 

July 30 – International Day of Friendship 

July 31-Mutt’s Day 

mailto:librarian@smythpl.org


 

 

 

Healthy foods with Marilyn Mills, MS,RD,LD,CDE  Clinical Dietitian 

July 23, 2020 @6:30 p.m. 

Plant-based foods are gaining popularity. Healthy menu swaps for red 
meat and cheeses can help reduce heart disease and save money at the 
grocery store. Plant-based diet patterns don’t follow a strict definition, but 
they share a common focus; eating more foods from plants and fewer 
animal products. Sometimes when we make diet changes we worry about 
missing out on key nutrients and sacrificing flavor. But have no fear! Tune 
in to look at the top five plant-based foods to get you started. Plus, Marilyn 
will give a No-Cook Recipe demo using 1 of 5 key essentials plant-based 
foods: Quick Cucumber Chickpea Salad featured in the Manchester HIPPO 
 

Join Zoom Meeting…here’s the skinny… 
https://zoom.us/j/95321920630?pwd=LzVEODVhSTdVQm1nWGdJOWY2a3pJdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 953 2192 0630 
Password: 817894 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,95321920630#,,,,0#,,817894# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,95321920630#,,,,0#,,817894# US (Germantown) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 953 2192 0630 
Password: 817894 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ac0W9Fe1CG 



 

 

New on our shelves… 

     

 

New Fiction...        
 
Mrs. Lincoln's sisters: a novel   Chiaverini, Jennifer 
Tom Clancy firing point    Maden, Mike 
Fair warning      Connelly, Michael 
The Physician of London   Cowell, Stephanie 
One last lie      Doiron, Paul 
The lies that bind: a novel    Giffin, Emily 
The Scent of danger: a novel   Buckley, Fiona 
28 summers: a novel     Hilderbrand, Elin 
Hush       Patterson, James 
I found you: a novel     Jewell, Lisa 
The persuasion     Johansen, Iris 
The mist      Ragnar Jónasson 
Someone like you: a novel    Kingsbury, Karen 
The moment of tenderness    L'Engle, Madeleine 
The summer house     Patterson, James 
The sun sister: Electra's story   Riley, Lucinda 
The Black Swan of Paris    Robards, Karen 
Daddy's girls: a novel     Steel, Danielle 

 

New Non-Fiction... 

 

     



 

 

 
The Ikigai Journey: A Practical Guide to Finding Happiness and Purpose the Japanese 
Way       Garcia, Hector/ Miralles, Francesc. 
Not a gentleman's work: the untold story of a gruesome murder at sea and the long road to 
truth       Koeppel, Gerard T. , 
The language of butterflies: how thieves, hoarders, scientists, and other obsessives 
unlocked the secrets of the world's favorite insect  Williams, Wendy, 
Tox-sick: from toxic to not sick   Somers, Suzanne 
The perfect scoop: 200 recipes for ice creams, sorbets, gelatos, granitas, and sweet 
accompaniments     Lebovitz, David 
Revolver: Sam Colt and the six-shooter that made america  Rasenberger, Jim 
The lost memoir     Gehrig, Lou, 
The boy who followed his father into Auschwitz: a true story of family and survival   
      Dronfield, Jeremy, 
Code name Madeleine: a Sufi spy in Nazi-occupied Paris  Magida, Arthur J., 
Countdown 1945: the extraordinary story of the atomic bomb and the 116 days that 
changed the world     Wallace, Chris, 

 
 

New Books on CD… 

 
Fair warning CD (10)    Connelly, Michael 
28 summers CD (13)    Hilderbrand, Elin 
The persuasion CD (14)   Johansen, Iris 
The 20th victim CD (7)    Patterson, James 
Hush CD (7)     Patterson, James 
The last trial: a thriller CD (14)  Turow, Scott 

 

New Video… 
  
Just Mercy [PG13] 
Onward [PG] 
The Fantastic Pet [PG] 
The Way Back [R] 
World War II: Battlefield Europe 
 

 
 

If we encounter a man of rare intellect, we should 

ask him what books he reads. 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson 



 

 

 

Tip from the front desk 

Raising a Reader 

There are so many reasons to read. The number one reason is that there are millions of 

wonderful entertaining, fascinating, informative books. Besides having an enjoyable way 

to pass the time, being a good reader helps children do well in school, and opens up 

worlds of knowledge. Books provide low tech entertainment you can take anywhere, or 

you can go high tech with e-books, and have instant gratification when it's ten o'clock at 

night and you want to read a book right away! Library e-book downloads will come 

through for you when you can't make it to the library in person. 

Here are five simple things you can do to encourage reading in your family: 

1. The most important tip is to read to your children 

every day, even if they know how to read.  

Children can understand books that are several grades above their reading level. By 

reading to your children you build their vocabulary and help them enjoy stories that are 

more complex than what they can decode on their own. You also get the fun of the shared 

experience of reading a great book together; it provides warm family bonding time.  

2. Keep books beside your child's bed. 

Start this before they know how to read. They can look at the pictures, or tell themselves 

the story of a book you have read to them many times. Place a bookcase or a basket of 

books within reach of their bed. As a bonus, this may buy you a few extra minutes of 

sleep in the mornings. Let your child enjoy communing with books even before they can 

read. Make sure books are easily available and visible. 

3. Provide lots of options. 

My policy as a parent is to bring home many books on a wide variety of topics and see 

what my daughter likes. Not every book I bring home will be read, but when I offer a 

selection there's usually something she will try. Sometimes I bring a book home "for me" 

that I think she will like, and let her pick it up. There is no pressure on her, and it doesn't 

have that "mom is trying to get me to read this" aura. Look for YA fiction, appealing 

adult titles, magazines, or even entertaining blog posts if you have a busy teen. 



 

 

4. Bring your child to the library to choose books for 

themselves. 

It's low pressure, because if your child doesn't love the book you can just return it and it 

didn't cost anything. Right now while libraries are closed, you can fall back on library e-

books and Tumble Books. 

5. Let your child see you reading. 

If your child knows that you enjoy reading, they will absorb the idea that books are fun. 

If you feel enthusiastic about a book, talk about it. My child knows that sometimes a 

book is so great that mom stays up past her bedtime reading, even though she will regret 

it the next day! 

Excerpt by Clarissa Cooke, 96th Street Library/June 23, 2020 

For more information about the benefits of reading, 

ways to promote reading at home, and suggestions of 

what to read, be inspired by our summer reading 

program found on the website. We give you some 

great reading suggestions created for children and 

teens. 

Click here to go to the Smyth Public Library - Summer Reading Program page.  

Heidi Deacon, Director 

 

 

Did you Know??? 

     Jonathan Swift invented the name 
“Vanessa” 

 

http://smythpl.org/summer-reading-program/


 

 

LOVE TO SHARE 

A GOOD BOOK? 
Now! 2 Book groups!  2 times! 

How about sharing your thoughts on a book at the 

friendly monthly book discussion group? 

One on hold and one on Zoom! 

Contact the library if interested in 
joining. 

Wednesday, July 22, 7pm Monthly Reading Group meeting via Zoom 

Book feature: The Piano Teacher by Janice Y.K. Lee (pick up your copy via 
member) 

"A rare and exquisite story . . . Transports you out of time, out of place, into a world 

you can feel on your very skin." —Elizabeth Gilbert 

 

In the sweeping tradition of The English Patient, Janice Y.K. Lee's debut novel is a tale 

of love and betrayal set in war-torn Hong Kong. In 1942, Englishman Will Truesdale 

falls headlong into a passionate relationship with Trudy Liang, a beautiful Eurasian 

socialite. But their affair is soon threatened by the invasion of the Japanese as World War 

II overwhelms their part of the world. Ten years later, Claire Pendleton comes to Hong 

Kong to work as a piano teacher and also begins a fateful affair. As the threads of this 

spellbinding novel intertwine, impossible choices emerge-between love and safety, 

courage and survival, the present, and above all, the past. 

Next month: Out Stealing Horses by Per Petterson 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Dickens get inspiration… 
Bartender: “You look down.  What can I get you?” 
Dickens: “I am down…writer’s block.  I’ll have a martini.” 
Bartender: “Olive or twist?”  

 

 

 
 

Library On Line Assets… 
 

 
 

 

Digital Movies, Music and More –
Instantly Available –24/7 –Free 
with your Library Card! 
Movies, TV,Music Albums, eAudiobooks , eBooks, and 
Comics/Graphic Novels. All in one location, from your computer, 
tablet or Smartphone! 



 

 

With hoopla, there are no hold lists, no extra apps or accounts 
needed or special steps to use it. 
It just works! On a mobile device, borrowed content may be 
temporarily downloaded and accessed offline or, in either the app or 
on a computer, all borrowed content may be enjoyed while 
connected to the internet by streaming.  

 

 

KANOPY 
OUR NEW FILM STREAMING SERVICE 

Smyth Library Patrons Now Have Access to Kanopy featuring more than 
30,000 Films, For Free! 

Library card holders can access Kanopy and view up to four films per month. Films 
can be streamed from any computer, television, mobile device or platform by 
downloading the Kanopy app for iOS, Android, AppleTV, Chromecast or Roku. 

With the motto of "thoughtful entertainment," Kanopy provides patrons with 
access to films of unique social and cultural value; films that are often difficult or 
impossible to access elsewhere, and programming that features diversity, with a 
wide array of foreign language films and films on race, and current affairs.  

TRY IT AND DOWNLOAD NOW AT:  smythpl.kanopy.com 

NEW: FREE MidAmerica Books Online 

Elementary Digital Bookshelf Prek-8 

Secondary Digital Bookshelf 5-12 

ABDO Zoom Research Database 

 

https://abdodigital.com/?tk=414F33301B8E136DEE3F0A93BF1795E1
https://abdodigital.com/?tk=840BC558E6676AB1F4C9FA29D8EC6D69
https://www.abdozoom.com/zoomchoice/?tk=AE75056C570B319A6B47A15986D1DEE9


 

 

 

The TumbleBook family of online libraries is available for free to our public library 

until at least August 31, 2020.  

Its flagship product, TumbleBooklibrary (www.tumblebooklibrary.com) is a collection of 

animated talking picture books, read-alongs, ebooks, quizzes, lesson plans, and 

educational games which is used by thousands of schools and public libraries in over 100 

countries across the world.  

TumbleBooks can be accessed by our patrons from the comfort and safety of their 

homes! The sites are easy to use, and access is completely unlimited. 

Visit our website at www.smythpl.org to access the collections! 

TumbleBookLibrary. K-5 

TumbleMath. K-5 

TeenBookCloud. 5-12 

AudioBookCloud. Teen/Adult 

RomanceBookCloud. Adult 

 OUR NEWEST LEARNING RESOURCE  

Try any of these through links on website and catalog-Electronic Resources 

Access Video On Demand offers an expansive collection of thousands of high-

quality videos that complement and enhance your library’s content offerings. We 

bring exceptional content from around the world that they may never have had the 

opportunity to see: from Oscar®, Emmy®, and Peabody Award-winning 

documentaries, to how-to programs that make life easier and richer, top-quality 

performances spanning the arts, biographies of history-makers past and present, a 

variety of TV shows and movies, and more. 
  
Just for Kids Streaming Collection gives children—and their parents—a 

thoroughly kid-safe, advertisement-free media platform they can freely explore and 

enjoy.  Just for Kids has the educational videos children want to watch—Sesame 

Street, The Electric Company, The Wubbulous World of Dr. Seuss, The Berenstain 

Bears, Franklin, and thousands more—plus songs, games, and other interactives that 

http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/
http://www.smythpl.org/


 

 

are sure to entertain, educate, and inspire young patrons. Plus, the collection is ideal 

for librarians hosting a video storytelling hour, activities for preschoolers and early 

learners, an after-school or ESL/ELL program, homework help for students, or 

resources for homeschoolers that they can access anywhere, anytime. 
  
Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center is a comprehensive resource for career 

exploration and planning that allows users to quickly find the valuable career 

information they need, whether it’s industry and professions articles, school planning 

resources, or skills and career advice. Working in partnership with Indeed.com, we 

have Live Links to Outside Jobs and Internships. 
  
Health Reference Center is an essential resource that serves both the reference 

and practical needs of your patrons, including comprehensive, in-depth coverage of 

body systems, current health issues, major diseases and conditions, treatments, and 

procedures, as well as health and nutrition information specific to men, women, 

children, teens, and seniors. This important resource also helps improve decision-

making skills, addresses social pressures and influences, and provides functional 

health knowledge that encourages users to practice healthy behaviors. 
  
World News Digest — For more than 75 years, World News Digest has been a go-

to resource for context and background on key issues and events in the news, 

presenting more than eight decades of authoritative news summaries and 

background articles. World News Digest also offers an editorial newsfeed featuring 

current newspaper editorials, many from international sources, via NewsEdge. These 

thought-provoking new editorials will keep users on top of trending topics, offering 

broad context and perspective to current and recent news events—and 

complementing the historical editorials already in the database.  
  
Today’s Science bridges the gap between the science taught in class and real-world 

discoveries—giving in-depth explanations of important advances in biology, 

chemistry, environmental science, space, physics, and technology. An extensive 

backfile dating back to 1992 illustrates how one scientific advance leads to another. 

This essential STEM resource shows how the scientific method can be applied to 

everyday life, helping students think like scientists—applied science in a nutshell.  
  
The World Almanac for Kids 
The World Almanac® for Kids is the ideal one-stop reference resource for 

intermediate-level students. Convenient new search filters make it even easier for 

students and teachers to find the content they need most.  The World Almanac® for 

Kids includes content from award-winning The World Almanac®, Chelsea House, and 

Facts On File sets and series. Each topic area provides resources for homework, 

reports, and projects, and kids can explore age-appropriate subjects while 

developing online research skills with a trusted content source. 
  
The World Almanac for Kids Elementary 
The World Almanac® for Kids Elementary is an exciting, fun resource especially for 

elementary school students. Providing a wealth of elementary-level content—

including engaging illustrated articles, videos, interactives, Fun Facts, and more—in a 

colorful, kid-friendly format perfect for helping young children develop online 

research skills. 
  
Science Online 



 

 

Science Online offers a comprehensive overview of a broad range of scientific 

disciplines, with a wealth of content and a dynamic design that facilitates STEM 

research and learning.  The Topic Centers feature specially selected content on core 

science disciplines to help students find a starting point for their research. 
  

Ancestry.com now available from home.  
(see the link on our catalog here: 
https://smyth.biblionix.com/catalog/?search=) 
Search billions of records and discover your family story 

 
Rosetta Stone 

EBSCO is providing free access for NH public libraries to for 
at home language learning. Access via this link: 
 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&
user=nhstaters&password=rs-
2020&custid=nhstate&groupid=main&site=rosetstone&retu
rn=y 
 
 
 

Making Your Life Easy: 
By going to our website, you can search our entire catalogue for 

books, CD’s, DVD’s and movies.  Once found, you can check to see 

if what you want is in.  If so, just to our website and reserve the 

book.  The next time you come in, it will be waiting for you at the 

front desk.  WITH OUR NEW WEBSITE YOU CAN DO IT WITH 

YOUR MOBILE DEVICE! 

PLUS!!  Check out our smythpl.org website 
updates and Smyth Library’s Public Catalog 
featuring: 
- A new signup button for new library card accounts!   Tell your 

friends and neighbors! 

- A crawl of new items. 

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&user=nhstaters&password=rs-2020&custid=nhstate&groupid=main&site=rosetstone&return=y
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&user=nhstaters&password=rs-2020&custid=nhstate&groupid=main&site=rosetstone&return=y
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&user=nhstaters&password=rs-2020&custid=nhstate&groupid=main&site=rosetstone&return=y
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&user=nhstaters&password=rs-2020&custid=nhstate&groupid=main&site=rosetstone&return=y


 

 

- “What’s Hot” now covers several choices. 

-“Most Popular” titles (a combination of checkouts and reserves 

are used to determine this list).   

- “More Search Options” includes Medium that lets members 

search by DVD or Large Print, etc. 

More Research Options: 
 

Full text articles from thousands of magazines, journals and national 

newspapers, plus NoveList. Call or e-mail us and provide your name 

and your library card number, and we’ll give you the password. 

We’re on Facebook!  

Like the Smyth Public Library  

Look at our page on Facebook for 

events and updates about our library! 

Downloadable Books!!!! 
Ipods and Kindles work and you can 
Order right from our website! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2020 Summer Reading Program  

 

This summer it’s time to read, learn, and explore the world outside of your typical 

classroom!  Click here to go to the Smyth Public Library - Summer Reading 

Program page.  

Each year the Smyth Public Library hosts a Summer Reading Program. Our program asks 

children of all ages to sign-up and pledge to read a certain number of hours each week; 

the reading choice is up to the children and can range in length, level of difficulty, and/or 

genre. 

Due to the current state of affairs and in compliance with the stay-at home orders, social 

distancing measures, and uncertainty of when the library will reopen at full capacity, this 

year's program has been redesigned. Children are still asked to spend time reading and 

filling out their time log sheet, but additionally the 2020 Summer Reading Program offers 

a downloadable guidebook that contains a comprehensive list of at-home activities, 

crafts, and culinary explorations. 

Rather than offer one program each week, this year there are three different program 

categories. The categories are: Read, Learn, Create; Cooks Corner; and Artist of the 

Week. Each program category contains different activities and ideas to engage children 

throughout the summer. It is up to you, at home, to decide which category you wish to 

pursue on any given week or day. You could explore the world of germs, or dive into the 

phases of the Moon; learn how to cook up a delicious pizza, or blend the perfect 

summertime smoothie; create a masterpiece like Jackson Pollock, or compose a photo 

like Ansel Adams. Whatever you choose, our guide of program categories and their 

corresponding activities contain mini-lessons, material lists, procedures, suggestions, 

additional resources, and probing questions. 

All those necessary resources are accessible online, and additional databases and virtual 

activities can be found on our website:  Smyth Public Library - Summer Reading 

Program. 

http://smythpl.org/summer-reading-program/
http://smythpl.org/summer-reading-program/
http://smythpl.org/summer-reading-program/
http://smythpl.org/summer-reading-program/


 

 

CHILDREN OF ANY AGE, TRY THIS 
FUN OUTDOOR SCAVENGER HUNT: 

 

 

New books for children… 
Odin, dog hero of the fires  Smith, Emma Bland, 
You matter  Robinson, Christian 
Mystic River Mermaid: a read-aloud storybook 
 

Here are four children’s books Heidi Deacon reviewed for the 
“Hippo”, all wonderfully bright and hopeful for a glorious summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

You Are Home: An Ode to the National Parks by Evan Turk 

 

                        
 

A journey across our country discovering the gifts and treasures hidden in our 

National Parks. 
For those who may not be able to visit any parks in person this summer, here is a 

beautiful way to discover them through the animals who inhabit them via lovely 

illustrations.  I like that for each park animal feature spread, there is a section at 

the end that gives more information about the park and its location and the rich 

wildlife within.  This could be a dream for future family adventures. 
 

The Hike by Alison Farrell 

 

Enlarge  
 

Three little friends and one eager pet skip along on a hike finding a trove of 

delights along the way. 
This darling tale shows the spirit of adventure outdoors and what surprises are 

around each corner.  This may just encourage your troop to head to the hills, but 

not without their maps or their sketchbooks which bring a treasure of pictures and 

memories to carry them along for years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

I’m Sorry by Barry Timms 
 

         
 

An owl and a squirrel, the best of friends, find tight quarters and differing plans 

for their shared space a challenging dilemma.   
A story showing how giving up our own way to make peace brings blessing back 

around to ourselves.  As these two sweet creatures discover, their respect and love 

for each other win over and they realize that the compromise is better than they 

imagined it could be. 
 

 

Happy Right Now by Julie Berry 
 

                    
 

A wonderful message of finding gratitude and joy amidst the not so great 

moments of our lives, this young girl shows us how to live. 
What a beautiful way to share with children that we all have things that try to rob 

our happiness, but reading these precious pages can be a perfect way for little 

ones (and big ones) to march right past them into living our best and most 

glorious days in thankfulness every moment. 
 

 

New books for Juniors… 
I survived the shark attacks of 1916  Ball, Georgia, 
The Lewis and Clark expedition   
Ragweed and Poppy    Avi 
The flu epidemic    Grote, JoAnn A. 
The lost fairy tales    James, Anna 
 



 

 

From the Junior Shelves~ 

 

 
 

The Flu Epidemic 

(American Adventure #37) 
by JoAnn A. Grote 

History comes alive for eight-to-twelve year olds in this close-up, fun-to-read, multi-

generational story of a fictional family spanning three centuries of actual historical events. 

God's hand is seen at work in people's lives and in the events that shaped our nation. 

  Goodreads 

 

New books for young adults… 
Through to you  Barnholdt, Lauren, 
House of dragons  Cluess, Jessica, 
Court of miracles  Grant, Kester, 
Even in paradise  Philpot, Chelsey 

From the Young Adult Shelves~ 

 

 
 

The Court of Miracles 

https://www.goodreads.com/series/67021-american-adventure
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/56268.JoAnn_A_Grote


 

 

(A Court of Miracles #1) 
By Kester Grant   
 

In the violent urban jungle of an alternate 1828 Paris, the French Revolution has failed and 

the city is divided between merciless royalty and nine underworld criminal guilds, known as 

the Court of Miracles. Eponine (Nina) Thénardier is a talented cat burglar and member of the 

Thieves Guild. Nina's life is midnight robberies, avoiding her father's fists, and watching over 

her naïve adopted sister, Cosette (Ettie). 

 

When Ettie attracts the eye of the Tiger--the ruthless lord of the Guild of Flesh--Nina is 

caught in a desperate race to keep the younger girl safe. Her vow takes her from the city's 

dark underbelly to the glittering court of Louis XVII. And it also forces Nina to make a 

terrible choice--protect Ettie and set off a brutal war between the guilds, or forever lose her 

sister to the Tiger. 

 

Les Misérables meets Six of Crows in this page-turning adventure as a young thief finds 

herself going head to head with leaders of Paris's criminal underground in the wake of the 

French Revolution.  

Goodreads 
 

 

Trivia 

Time! 
 

Every month we ask a trivia question.  If you know the answer, drop 

it off at the front desk or e-mail it here.  We will randomly 

select the winner from the correct answers and the WINNERwill 
win ONE FREE WEEK of OVERDUE 

FINE AMNESTY ON ONE BOOK  

https://www.goodreads.com/series/209450-a-court-of-miracles
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/16344312.Kester_Grant


 

 

 

Last month’s question and answer: 

 
Q. In George Orwell’s Animal Farm, what was the name 

of the pig leader? 

 

 A.  Napoleon 

 

This Month’s Trivia Question: 
 

In Moby Dick what specie of whale is Ahab 
hunting? 

 
 

 



 

 

 

From the New and Recent Shelves~ 
We (being I) are always looking for contributors to this reviews 

section.  The editor has a limited range of taste, so any 

reviews would be more than welcomed.  Just e-mail them 

in reply to this, or to librarian@smythpl.org 

 

Fiction… 

 

   
 

 
 

For those who may not know, the estate of Robert B. Parker has 

allowed authors to continue writing his books.  Lupica captures Parker 

best of all of them. Sunny Randall was always my least favorite Parker 

character, but Lupica captures Parker's style better than any other 

author carrying on the mantel. I wish he'd write the Spenser books.  

Lupica gets it. This is all that Parker's were at their best: good plot, 

shady characters, witty and smart repertoire, and a stalwart hero. 
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Ever read a book and think "Omigod! Omigod! I can't wait to turn the page! But if 
I do the book will end!"? Water Keeper by Charles Martin is one of those books. It 
is difficult to describe. It is almost Jason Bourne stars in "The Notebook". On the 
one hand, it is a thriller with an action hero. On the other, a hero who is broken 

who recognizes that love is the all-powerful force in the universe, even if it is lost. 
 

The plot is a page turner. The undercurrent is poignant and thought-provoking. 
The content is current yet timeless. It is a great read that will stay with and haunt 
you for a good long time. I will be recommending this to virtually every reader I 

know, male and female. 
 

Postscript since originally writing: my wife loved it, too. 
 

Non-fiction… 

 

 
 

The lost memoir from baseball icon Lou Gehrig—a sensational discovery, 
published for the first time as a book. 

 
At the tender age of twenty-four, Lou Gehrig decided to tell the remarkable story 
of his life and career. He was one of the most famous athletes in the country, in 
the midst of a record-breaking season with the legendary 1927 World Series-

winning Yankees. In an effort to grow Lou’s star, pioneering sports agent Christy 
Walsh arranged for Lou’s tale of baseball greatness to syndicate in newspapers 
across the country. Until now, those columns were largely forgotten and lost to 

history. 



 

 

 
Lou comes alive in this inspiring memoir. It is a heartfelt rags-to-riches tale about 

a dirt poor kid from New York who became one of the most revered baseball 
players of all time. 

 
Fourteen years after his account, Lou would tragically die from ALS, a 

neuromuscular disorder now known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. His poignant 
autobiography is followed by an insightful biographical essay by historian Alan D. 

Gaff. Here is Lou—Hall of Famer, All Star, and MVP—back at bat. Goodreads 

 

 
 

 

Non-fiction…another postscript… 
Last month I took a review of Brad Meltzer’s current best seller from 

Goodreads.  Since then, I’ve read it, so I thought I’d share my review… 
 

 
 

 
Is there a union deal that writers of population of non-fiction must surpass 350 
pages? More books have been written about Abraham Lincoln than any other 

American. Thus, if you have read more than say, a half dozen of them, the vast 
majority of the first 150 pages of this book have nothing new. The conspiracy of 

the title, the plot to assassinate Lincoln before he is even inaugurated is an 
interesting one. The authors do a great job of recounting the efforts of Pinkerton, 

his agents and others to first unearth the plot and then to thwart it ingeniously. 
That alone would have been a great book. But alas, it probably would only have 

been about 200-250 pages, so I guess that does not pass muster. 
 

The book is still very good. For those who have read a lot about Lincoln, it is 
easy to skim through the recounting of his youth, nomination and all the stops on 
his train to Washington. The authors even, in a nod to another Lincoln biography, 

give a shout out to Lincoln's "Team of Rivals". But get through the plot and the 
investigation. It is well worth it. 

 
 

 

Ever want to be one of those know-it-all reviewers? 



 

 

Got a book to recommend? 

Want to write a blurb? 

Have a child with a favorite book who would like to contribute to the Smythie? 
 

We welcome contributors (less for us to write!), especially children and teens to review and 

recommend favorite books.  Just drop Heidi Deacon an e-mail at librarian@smythpl.org or 

“reply” to this and we’ll include it here.  It need not be a new book – it can be a golden oldie, a 

classic, a trashy beach book or whatever you have enjoyed. 
I hope you have enjoyed this edition.  Comments, 
suggestions and, of course, reviews are always 
welcomed. 
 Rick Mitchell and the library staff 

The Smythie is now over 800 subscribers 

strong!! 

 But… We may not be for everyone.  If you do not want to be on this e-mail 

list, just reply and tell us to remove your name. 
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